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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communication: original application filed 



7 December 2000. 



2. 



Claims 1-24 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1,11, and 15 are 



independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stewart et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,732,176 (hereinafter '176). 

As to independent claim 1, "A method of handling network activation between a 
computer and a carrier, the method comprising: receiving a command to initiate network 
activation procedures determining a network activation status of the computer sending a 
request to a device having network activation information; receiving the network 
activation information from the device" is taught in ' 176 col. 7, lines 46-54; 

"and configuring the computer with the network activation information in order to 
establish network activation with the transport mechanism" is shown in ' 176 col. 8 5 



lines 4-34. 
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As to dependent claim 2, "wherein the received command includes a launch code to 
initiate a particular network activation procedure" is disclosed in ' 176 col. 8, lines 44-49. 

As to dependent claim 3, "wherein the device having network activation information 
is a single in-line memory module (SIMM) card configured to be compatible with the 
carrier" is taught in '176 col. 6, lines 45-48. 

As to dependent claim 4, "wherein the step of determining a network activation 
status comprises determining if the computer has a current single in-line memory module 
(SIMM) card that is compatible with the carrier" is shown in ' 176 col. 7, lines 24-54 and col. 
8, lines 50-58. 

As to dependent claim 5, "wherein the step of determining a network activation 
status further comprises: determining if the computer was previously network activated 
with a previous single in-line memory module (SIMM) card; and determining if the 
previous SIMM card is the current SIMM card" is disclosed in 6 176 col. 10, lines 37-52. 

As to dependent claim 6, "wherein the step of determining a network activation 
status comprises: receiving an activation security key from a user of the computer; and 
determining if the activation security key is valid for the carrier" is taught in ' 176 col. 11, 
lines 54-65. 

As to dependent claim 7, "wherein the device having the network activation 
information" is shown in col. 8, lines 35-43; 

"is a server of the carrier " is disclosed in col. 8, lines 9-14. 

As to dependent claim 8, "wherein the step: sending and receiving are carried out in 
a protocol specific to the carrier" is taught in col. 7, lines 24-34. 



• # 
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As to dependent claim 9, "wherein the network activation information that is 
received includes an access number that allows the computer to access network services of 
the carrier" is shown in col. 2, lines 31-41. 

As to dependent claim 10, "wherein the step of configuring the computer comprises" 

is disclosed in '176 col. 11, line 66 thought col. 12, line 10 

"storing an access number that allows the computer to access network services of 
the carrier" is shown in 4 176 col. 12, lines 64-67. 

As to independent claim 11, "A plug-in device configured to be operable in a generic 
activation framework" is taught in '176 col. 6, line 45-59; 

u the plug-in device comprising: an application program interface (API) tailored to a 
particular carrier, wherein the API is configured to receive a network activation command 
from a generic driver device in a computer" is shown in ' 176 col. 8, lines 35-49. 

As to dependent claim 12, this claim is substantially similar to claim 2 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 13, this claim is substantially similar to claim 6 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 14, this claim is substantially similar to claim 4 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 15, this claim is directed to the computer-readable medium of 
the method of claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claims 16-24, these claims are substantially similar to claims 2-10 
above and are rejected along the same rationale. 
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Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Olggaard et al. 



U.S. Patent No. 6,542,740 issued dated: Apr. 01, 2003 



Dusse et al. 



U.S. Patent No. 6,647,260 issued dated: Nov. 1 1, 2003 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 

(703) 305-8917. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A Morse can be reached on (703) 308-4789. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5484. 

Ellen Tran, ^^^^ ^ 

Patent Examiner ^>C I I 



Technology Center 2134 
5 May 2004 




